
Hwarang Bi Yeng Ja 

 

Another story which revealed the depth of familial bonds of the Silla period 

concerned the death of the Hwarang General Bi Yeng Ja. Asked by General Kim to  

lead a suicide attack against a large Chinese force. Hwarang Bi Yeng Ja replied, "You 

have given me a great honor to show loyalty to my 

king and country." He then requested that the 

general watch over his son and prevent him from 

following him into battle. Since Hwarang Bi Yeng Ja 

had only one son, he was concerned that his family 

name live another generation. General Kim assured 

him that he would watch over his son. Hwarang Bi 

Yeng Ja entered battle and was killed. Upon 

witnessing the death of his father, the son mounted 

his horse and followed his father into battle and was 

killed too. Then followed the house manager and 

servant who were also killed. The whole Silla army 

witnessed this act of loyalty and, swept with a wave of sympathy for this act of 

sacrifice, charged into battle to avenge the death of the Bi family. They defeated the 

Chinese armies and saved Silla from almost certain conquest. 
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